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ATURE STUDY.   Of all
the books that children
may read and study there
Is none as fascinating or
so comprehensive as the
Book of Mother Nature.
It presents to those whose
eyes are open and whose
senses are alert materials
on all the natural sciences
—botany, zoology, physi-
ography, geology. It
spreads before the ob-
server flowers of every
hue, and birds and insects
in countless variety; it
permits investigation of
such marvels as the ger-
mination of plant life and the transforma-
tion of the crawling caterpillar into a
gorgeous butterfly.
From that book the child learns at first
hand—
"How the tortoise "bears his shell,
How the woodchuck digs his cell,
And the ground-mole sinks his well;
How the robin feeds her young-,
How the oriole's nest is hung,
Where the whitest lilies "blow,
"Where the freshest berries grow."
The inclusion of nature study among the
regular school subjects is a comparatively
modern step, but one which now has the en-
dorsement of practically all educators. Its
purposes may be summarized as follows:
 (1)	To train the child's powers of obser-
vation.
 (2)	To  give him   insight  into  the   form,
structure, characteristics and uses of all ob-
jects of nature, especially those belonging to
the vegetable  and   animal   kingdoms,   with
which he comes in daily contact.
 (3)	Through this acquaintance to lead the
child to form a right attitude towards all ob-
jects which affect his life, to use all things
economically, to prevent waste and destruc-
tion and to be kind to insects and animals.
 (4)	To lead the child to see the relations
of various subjects to one another, as the re-
lation of plant life to animal life and the de-
pendence of occupations upon the geographi-
cal conditions of the locality in which he lives.

 (5)	To give the child the power to discover
things for himself.
 (6)	To show the connection between the
work of the school and the work of the home.
Suggestions for the Teacher. With the
exception of those children living in the con-
gested portions of large cities, all children
have some knowledge of the plant and ani-
 mal life of their locality and of the differ-
ent forms of water, as vapor; ice and snow;
but their observation has not been systematic,
and much of their knowledge is unclassified.
The first work of the teacher is to train her
pupils to habits of systematic observation.
This may be accomplished by observing the
following plan of procedure:
 (1)	With young- children, especially those
in the first and second grades, study objects
as wholes.    If the object is a pansy, use the
entire plant.
 (2)	Question skilfully, so as to direct the
pupil's attention to the facts in the order in
which they should be learned, so as to enable
him to see the relation of these facts to one
another.
 (3)	Lead the pupil to discover for himself
the facts which he should  learn. He should
not be told what he can learn from his own
observation.
 (4)	Let  each  lesson  depend as  much   as
possible upon what has been learned in pre-
vious Ipssons.
 (5)	Secure from the pupils definite state-
ments, in good English, of the facts they have
learned.
 (6)	Lead the pupils to discover the uses of
the objects studied.
 (7)	Keep the work within the capacity of
the class.    In the first three grades minute
analysis of objects should not be attempted.
Children in these grades easily grasp the re-
lations of the large parts of an object, as the
root, the stem, the leaves and the blossom of
a plant,  but they are  not prepared  for  the
study of the parts of these different organs.
Besides, there is much more profitable work
that they can do in these grades.    The chil-
dren of the third grade will enjoy studying1 at-
tachments of seeds, by which they are scat-
tered, and in spring1, the germination of beans,
peas, corn, squashes, pumpkins or other large
seeds.
The plan outlined above for primary
grades constitutes the foundation of work
in more advanced grades. The teacher
should adhere to the principles here set forth
and elaborate upon the plan as the needs of
the class require.
Material. In the selection of material the
teacher should be guided by the locality, the
season and the conditions of her class. She
should select the material with a view to
reaching a definite end through the nature
study work. In the autumn the preparation
of plants and animals for winter is a theme
which affords many interesting lessons, such
as the withering and falling of the leaves,
the ripening of fruit, the scattering of seeds,
the migration of birds, the storing up of food
by some animals and the burrowing by

